
Spanish Water Dog Club Water Test Skills           

WATER SKILLS LEVEL - BRONZE  

To demonstrate the dog’s natural ability in the water, both in 
swimming and retrieving and to demonstrate to trainer, the 
dog’s level of self confidence in unfamiliar circumstances.  
 

1) Dog Demonstrates confident entry into water  

2) Demonstrates confident basic swimming  

3) Jump in and out of boat on land /pool edge 

4) Jump freely in and out of boat at water’s edge  

5) Demonstrate steadiness in the boat when underway on 
the water, accompanied by owner.  

6) Demonstrate controlled entries into water from the 
pool edge.  

7) Basic retrieves of floating object, from a distance of 10 
meters, to the water’s edge (not thrown by handler)  

 

 



Spanish Water Dog Club Water Test Skills           

WATER SKILLS LEVEL - SILVER  

To demonstrate the dog’s confidence with strangers and ability to 
respond to handler’s direction and undertake tasks without 
endangering itself or any person.  

1) Retrieve an article 15 metres from POOL EDGE to handler.  

2) To demonstrate steadiness in the boat when underway, with person 
other than handler.  

3) Jump from boat into deep water. Swim to handler on the poolside. 

4) Swim to HANDLER in the boat, 10 meters from pool edge and be lifted 
(by harness) into the boat in a controlled manner.  

5) The Handler to send dog from pool edge, to collect watercraft with other 
than handler on board and return to handler at poolside.   

6) The Handler to instruct dog to jump from water craft/ boat and tow 
back to them, poolside, with person on board.  

7) Dog to jump from boat and retrieve an article to handler in the 
boat/watercraft.  

8) To Submerse nose in water in attempt to retrieve an article just below 
the surface.  

9) Submerse head fully underwater to search and retrieve an article.  


